no         JOHNSON'S LIFE OF MTLTON.
excepted by Parliament.' The House of Commons began
by excepting all regicides and persons concerned in the
King's trial. They resolved also that twenty other persons,
not regicides, but men regarded as politically dangerous,
or as the chief culprits, should be excepted from the Act
of Indemnity, and reserved for punishment not extending
to life. There was great danger that Milton, as the apolo-
gist of regicide, would be included in this class. Whilst the
House of Commons were selecting these twenty, they issued
the two orders mentioned by Johnson. The orders were
that the King should be requested to issue a royal pro-
clamation for the calling in of all copies of Milton's
' Eikonoklastes/ and the first ' Defence of the People of
England*; also of all copies of John Goodwin's 'Obstructors
of Justice/ in order that all might be burnt by the hangman.
A second order was that the Attorney General should be
instructed to prosecute Milton and Goodwin, and it was
also resolved that both should be taken into custody by
the Sergeant-at-Arms. (Masson, Life of Milton, vi. 39, 167.)
The proclamation desired was issued on August 13, and
the newspapers of the time record the burning of copies of
Milton's books 'at the Session-house in the Old Bailey*
in September. (Ibid. vi. 181, 193.)
P. 33,1. 12. Burnet says that Milton 'escaped all censure/
* Milton had appeared so boldly, though with much wit and
great purity and elegance of style, against Salmasius and
others, upon that argument of putting the King to death,
and had discovered such violence against the late King
and all the royal family, and against monarchy, that it was
thought a strange omission if he was forgotten, and an odd
strain of clemency if it was intended he should be forgiven.
He was not excepted out of the Act of Indemnity. And
afterwards he came out of his concealment, and lived many
years much visited by all strangers, and much admired by
'all at home for the poems he wrote, though he was then
blind; chiefly that of " Paradise Lost," in which there is a
nobleness both of contrivance an,d execution, that, though
he affected to write in blank verse without rhyme, and made